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Women’s Major Group at Rio+20 



Women Activies at Rio+20 summit 



Root causes of the problem 

• Unsustainable development, inequality and 
the violation of the human rights of women 
and men are closely linked 

• As the Brundtland report noted already in 
1987:  

• “inequality is the planet's main 
'environmental' problem; it is also its main 
'development' problem.” 

 

 



Women are the majority of the poor 



Women’s unpaid work – invisible pillar of our economy  

 

 

 



Women‘s livelihoods & nature 

• Intact ecosystems assure the survival of the 
poorest people, who depend for up to 80% 
of their livelihoods on functioning 
ecosystems (TEEB report)  
 

• Economic growth in many countries has 
come at cost of destruction of natural 
resources. And this has hit the poor and 
women most severely 

 

 



3 billion poor due to environmental 
degradation… 

• People in poverty are suffering from 
degradation of their agricultural land, forests, 
water supplies and biodiversity,  

• The Human Development Report, warns that 
if environmental degradation continues at 
the current rate, gains will be entirely turned 
back, pulling over 3 billion people back into 
extreme poverty  



Extractives, exploitation, violence, 
pollution… 





HLP post2015 



HLP post 2015 





HLP post2015 



HLP post2015 



HLP - women 



SDG’s and Post2015 

• SDGs Colombia and Guatemala common 
Initiative 

• Reasons for SDGs we can only guess at  
– Re-strengthen multi-lateralism ? 

– Emerging economies/ developing countries in the 
lead  

– Not donor or UN-driven ? 

– Taking it away from ministries of finance and 
foreign affairs....? 

 



Rio+20 Outcome document 

• Universal Goals 

• Intergovernmental process 

• Process to merge with Post-2015 

 

Difficult issues 

• ....no SRHR agreed in Rio…. ! 

• Planetary Boundaries.. Common but 
Differentiated Responsibilities.. 



Open Working Group on SDGs 

• New grouping never seen before at the UN 

• More flexibility ? – e.g. China, Indonesia…. 

• http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/conten
t/documents/1692OWG_methods_work_ado
pted_1403.pdf 





How does OWG on SDGs work 

• Taking stock of possible Goals, Targets, 
Indicators 

• Co-chairs Ambassadors Kenya and Hungary 
present reports after each OWG meeting 

• Have moved into in-official negotiation mode 

• Only 1 more session to go in July 2014 

• See: sustainabledevelopment.un.org 



17 Goals proposed for SDGs (02.6.14) 

• 1. Poverty eradication 

• 2. Food security and nutrition 

• 3. Health and population dynamics 

• 4. Education 

• 5. Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment 

• 6. Water and sanitation 

 



SDGs goals, cont. 

• 7. Energy 

• 8. Economic Growth & Decent work 

• 9. Industrialization 

• 10. In-equalities 

• 11. Sustainable cities and human settlements 

• 12. Sustainable Consumption and Production 

• 13. Climate Change  



SDGs goals cont. 

• 14. Marine resources, oceans and seas 

• 15. Ecosystems and biodiversity 

• 16. Peaceful and non-violent societies, rule of 
law 

• 17. Means of implementation 

 

 



Tensions  
• Human rights 

• Women’s rights missing  – 120 countries which discriminate in 
legislations 

• Enforced early marriage 

• SRHR – right is missing (again) – abortion, access 
contraceptives, comprehensive sexuality education 

• Rights of lesbians , gays, transgender, (LGBTI) missing 

• Unpaid work / care economy & link to social protection floor   

• Women’s role in peace – security 

• Economic roots of female poverty, violence 



WMG publication SDGs 
www.womenmajorgroup.org 








