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July 12, 2013
H.E. Mr. Macharia Kamau, Permanent Representative of Kenya
H.E. Mr Csaba Korosi, Permanent Representative of Hungary
Copy: Mr. Nikhil Seth, Director, UN DESA

Dear H.E. Ambassador Kamau, H.E. Ambassador Korosi,

We are writing to you regarding the co-chairs summary on the Health and Population Dynamics
discussions which took place during the 4™ Session of the Open Working Group on Sustainable
Development Goals. The Women’s Major Group is very concerned regarding the fact that sexual and
reproductive health and rights are not reflected in the report, despite the many calls from the great
majority of member states and civil society for its inclusion.

Nearly 50 countries called for specific attention to sexual and reproductive health and rights in their
statements. In a joint statement delivered by Uruguay on behalf of 24 States, governments called for
universal access to quality, affordable sexual and reproductive health information, education and
services, with priority attention to women, adolescents and youth, and communities living in poverty;
universal access to comprehensive sexuality education for all young people; and the development of
enabling environments for the exercise of human rights, including sexual and reproductive health and
rights by all, without discrimination, coercion or violence on any grounds. The overwhelming majority of
governments also called for the fulfilment of women's and girls' economic rights, including their right to
decent work and social protection, and their right quality education across the life course.

We urge you to honour this broad consensus in your report by reflecting the calls for universal access to
comprehensive, integrated and quality sexual and reproductive health services, comprehensive
sexuality education, and the fulfilment of sexual and reproductive rights and women’s and girls’
economic rights. Failing to do so could seem a purposeful misrepresentation of these discussions,
which, having observed your highly able chairmanship, seems entirely unlikely.

With our respectful regards,
On behalf of the Women’s Major Group organising partners and its 440 member organisations
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Sascha Gabizon, WECF International, co-organising partner Women’s Major Group
Gita Sen, DAWN executive committee, co-organising partner Women’s Major Group
Sarah Gold, IWHC International Women’s Health Coalition

Dinah Musindarwezo, African Women's Development and Communications Network (FEMNET)
Neha Sood, ACPD

Veena Sikri, South Asia Women's Network (SWAN)

Vivienne Solis Rivera, Coopesolidar

Patricia Stella Jaramillo Guerra, REPEM América Latina y El Caribe

Pinar llkkaracan, Women for Women's Human Rights

Prof. Dr. Zhao Huiyan (College of Plant Protection)

Maria Melinda Ando (ARROWSs)
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Carmen Caprilles (Reaccion Climatica)
Marcela Ballara (ICAE GEO)

Eva Friedlander (IWAC)

Dinah Musindarwezo (FEMNET)
Robin Milam (One World Awake)
Mabel Bianco (FEIM/IAWC)

Bett Levy (Soroptimist International)
Monica Novillo (La Mujer, Bolivia)
Niger Delta Women

See other signatories on the Women Major Group website www.womenrio20.org
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