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POPs and Breast cancer growth 



Hazardous chemicals waste 

Nigeria PCB oil being sold 
as food frying oil… 





Our children are born pre-polluted 



http://www.edc-free-europe.org 
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Hazardous chemicals found in most 
common plastics 
 

• Bisphenol A (BPA) 

• Phthalates 

• Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers 

A Canadian study found that women working in the 
plastics industry had a 5x elevated risk for breast 
cancer and reproductive disorders 
 



Marine plastic litter pollution 

• Soon more 
plastic than 
fish.. 



Micro plastics in food chain 



Oceans plastic pollution from Asia (= EU waste)  
 
80% of the Oceans plastic debris originates from land-based litter  
due to lack of safe waste management; 20% from fishing. 

The EU collectively exports almost 50% of the plastics 
collected for recycling, at least 87% of which goes to Asia  
 

Jambeck et al . 2015 
 



Plastic “recycling” is a source of 
water & air pollution 

In California, a main source of micro 
plastics in the ocean is from washing 
clothes made from recycled plastics … 

In this plastic 
„recycling“ plant 
in Jakarta most 
goes into the air 
as toxic air 
pollution 



.. Banned chemicals come straight 
back to us in e.g. recycled plastics... 

• http://ipen.org/sites/default/files/documents/toxic_toy_report_2017_update_v1_5-
final_en.pdf  
 

• EDCs such as phthalates which are found in soft plastic toys, and brominated flame retardants 
used as plastic additives in electronics – can be recycled into plastic used for children’s toys in 
China; China makes 86% of world exports of toys. 
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99% death from pesticides in 
global South 

• Pesticides: 
“disastrous and 
unnecessary” 
 

• Lifelong health 
effects children 
 

• 900.000 death 
each year 
 

• 2 million diseased 
 



Targets and indicators 



WHO PAYS  
THE BILL ? 



Economic cost estimate Pesticides 

Range from 160 million  (DE) to 5+ billion (USA) per yr.  



Cost of pesticides cont. 

UNEP: accumulated cost of illness and 
injury linked to pesticides  
• in small scale farming in sub-Saharan Africa  

• could reach USD $90 billion (2005 – 2020)  

• This is more than is paid by international aid donors 
on basic health services in the region 

 
 

 

 * UNEP Global Chemicals Outlook 2012 
http://www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste/Portals/9/Mainstreaming/GCO/
Rapport_GCO_calibri_greendot_20131211_web.pdf  
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Economic costs of EDCs – 
Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals 

• Some estimates up to € 200 - 300 billion for 
EU … 

Bisphenol-A 



Targets and indicators 



MOI targets and indicators 



MOI targets  



Top five: 50% plastic revenues  

By 2050: 20% oil sold as plastic 



Thank you 


